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Happy New Year!

I hope you all had a very enjoyable
Christmas and are looking forward to the
coming term.

We have lots of exciting opportunities to
engage with in the coming weeks and T
hope that all organisations will find the
time to take part in as many as possible.

The CAF (Common Assessment
Framework) training is continuing to
be rolled out across Essex (further
dates and locations below). On
Saturday 10™ February Andy Quin,
Head of Quality Assurance and
planning, Children & Young People's
Service, Essex County Council, has
kindly agreed to facilitate a seminar
to bring our sector up to speed with
the CAF, ISA - (integrated
working) and the Children’s Index.
This is a very important meeting to
ensure that the O - 19 Voluntary

Sector is fully informed and has the
opportunity to have a voice and shape
what is happening within Essex. We
will also be reporting what is
happening around the ECVYS 0- 19
Network.

ECVYS General Meeting - Saturday
17™ February at Marks Tey. Our
speakers include Jacquie Wilkes,
Essex Safeguarding Children's Board
(ESCB) who will be giving a
presentation on the SET Procedures
and Ros Stafford, Essex Youth
Service Accreditation Manager, who
will be taking us through the plethora
of schemes available to us.

Positive Activities for young People
From 8 January 2007 local authorities are
required to provide positive activities for
young people. The statutory guidance
requires local authorities to:

1. Secure access for young people to
'positive activities'




The national standards for positive

activities outlined in the guidance includes:
Access for two hours per week of
sporting activity
Access to two hours per week of
other constructive activities in
clubs, youth groups and classes
which contribute to their personal
and social and spiritual development
Opportunities o make a positive
contribution o their community
Recreational, cultural and sporting
experiences
A range of safe and enjoyable
places in which to spend time

2. Take account of young people’s views

on activities and facilities available to

them

Local authorities are required to ascertain

from young people their views on provision.

They must then ensure that these views

are taken info account.

3. Publicise the local offer, and keep

the information up-to-date

Local authorities are required to provide a

comprehensive, accurate and accessible

information service for young people

regarding existing local positive activity

provision.

The guidance also provides information on

partnership working, needs analysis,

addressing barriers to participation and

measuring progress.

The guidance is now out for consultation

until 30 March 2007.

All the documentation is available at:

www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/conDetails.

cfm?consultationId=1432

EVERY CHILD MATTERS

Cenftral to the successful implementation
of Every Child Matters is the need to
ensure that children and young people are
involved in the design and delivery of
services. Equally crucial is the need to
engage with, and provide support for,
parents and families, so that they can
ensure the best outcomes for their

children. Some proposals have been
developed around these two important areas
and I know that a lot of member
organisations already have projects.

Please ensure that your local CYPSP's,
LD6's and Extended Schools Co-ordinators
are aware of these so that they can
'signpost’ local authority services to you.

T look forward to seeing you all in the near
future

Brenda

SCOUTS CELEBRATE CENTENARY YEAR
IN 2007

Scouting will celebrate its hundredth
birthday in 2007 and the organisation,
started by Robert Baden-Powell in 1907, has
now grown into the largest coeducational
youth movement in the UK with over 400,000
young members and 100,000 adult volunteers.
The Centenary celebrations will signal a new
era in Scouting, and will provide an
opportunity to reflect on how the movement
was founded, what it has achieved, and how
it can help create a better world in the
future.

Scouting has evolved over time, and today
combines adventure and personal
development for young people with
international friendship and a culture of
peace. It is dedicated to educating and
mobilising young people at a global level
across a whole range of international issues -
from disaster relief and the fight against
racism and social exclusion to the protection
of the environment and understanding the
effects of globalisation.

Across the world in 2007, the Centenary of
Scouting is likely to be the largest ever
example of youth cooperation - and one of



the biggest global celebrations since the
Millennium.

The UK is hosting many of the main
celebrations for the Scouting Movement
worldwide with events set o take place
throughout the year at local, regional,
national and international level
(www.scouts.org.uk/2007). These include:

Founder's Day (22 FEBRUARY)

Scouts across the world will celebrate the
life and work of Robert Baden-Powell and
his contribution to peace and international
friendship

Centenary Camps (MAY)

Scout Groups from across the UK will be
staging Centenary camps to celebrate
2007. The aim is to get as many Members
of the Movement under canvas at the same
time

Home Hospitality (JULY/AUGUST)
Scouts from across the world will be
welcomed intfo UK homes and Scout Groups
both before and after the World Scout
Jamboree

The World Scout Jamboree
(JULY/AUGUST)40,000 Scouts from over
150 countries are expected to set up camp
for nearly two weeks in Hylands Park,
Essex from 27th July to 8th August

Scouting's Sunrise (1 AUGUST)

Up to 28 million Scouts in nearly every
country in the world will celebrate the
Centenary of Scouting at 8am local time
and present their “Gifts for Peace"”
Festival of Scouting (NOVEMBER)

Two spectacular Scout shows will take
place at the O2 Arena (formerly the
Millennium Dome) to celebrate 100 years
of Scouting

For further information about the Scout
Association and the Centenary celebrations
Please contact the Scout Association Press
Office on 07977 539 630 or at

www.scouts.org.uk

ECVYS and the World Scout Jamboree

HELP NEEDED!

Do you have any projects the Scouts
can help with?

For 12 days this summer, 40,000 youngsters
from nearly every country in the world will
be coming to camp at Hylands Park,
Chelmsford for the World Scout Jamboree,
sharing cultures, adventures and forging
international friendships. This will be a life
enhancing opportunity for these young people
to understand other cultures and we can
safely say that this puts Essex firmly on the
world map.

During the Jamboree, all the participants will
spend one day undertaking a community
service project.

This programme, called "Starburst”, will
undertake a variety of community action
projects in and around Essex. The dates for
the Starburst programme are from Sunday
29™ July to Monday 6™ August (excluding
Wednesday 1°". August). A wide range of
projects are already taking place from
working in nature reserves to clearing-up
beaches and country parks, but the team are
open for more suggestions.

If your parish, school or charity has suitable
community service projects in the county
that could use a coachload of 14 to 18 year
old scouts from around the world, then
please contact Sandy Taylor
sandy.taylor@tesco.net 07720 054842 on
the Starburst team.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
ECVYS AGM



TUESDAY 22"° MAY 2007

THE B&Q 'YOU CAN DO IT' AWARDS
The B&Q 'You Can Do It' Awards form one
element of the company's long established
community programme.

The awards aim to play a key part in
helping local communities create inclusive
and sustainable projects to be proud of;
for example giving new life to a community
centre, local sports club facilities or
community garden.

The B&Q 'You Can Do It' Awards are
launched every January, and 20 awards
worth £5,000 (€7,500) of B&Q products
are donated to community and charitable
organisations across the UK and Ireland.
The 2007 Awards are open to applications
between Monday 29 January and Friday 30
March 2007.

Application forms will be available to
download from http://www.diy.com/ this
during this time, or by telephoning the 24
hour application line on 0845 300 1001
(please note that this number is not
available to take calls outside of this
period).

Since the Awards were launched in 1995,
over £1 million worth of B&Q products has
been awarded to over 200 community
groups across the UK and Ireland.

In 2006 B&Q awarded a total of £100,000
in B&Q products to 21 community projects
across the UK and Ireland.

CLORE DUFFIELD SMALL GRANTS FOR
PERFORMING ARTS EDUCATION
Deadline: 14 March 2007

Organisations that wish to undertake
activities that enable young people aged O-
18 to experience the performing arts may
be eligible to apply for funding under the
Clore Duffield Small Grants for Performing
Arts Education programme. This is a £1
million programme that is operating

between 2005 and 2010 and will provide
grants of between £1,000 and £10,000 for
education programmes for under 18's, that
cover every aspect of the performing arts
including, opera, dance, music, musical
theatre, the spoken word and theatre.
Visit
www.cloreduffield.org.uk/small_intro.htm

THE BRITISH RECORD INDUSTRY
TRUST

The BRIT Trust was established in 1989 and
is funded by the music industry. Its mission
is to give young people a chance to express
their musical creativity regardless of race,
class, sex or ability. www.brittrust.co.uk

DEUTSCHE BANK SPOTLIGHT AWARDS
Deadline: Friday 2 February

Awards of £1,000 are available to young
people aged 11 - 18 who have helped improve,
change or create something in their school,
club or community. These could include young
people who have for example campaigned
against racism, stood up for animal rights,
spoken up about bullying at school or even
started a club or school council. The award is
open to both individuals and small groups of
young people. For Visit
www2.commonpurpose.org.uk/home/about-
us/spotlight.aspx

THE BIG LOTTERY FUND

Deadline: 30 April 2007

The Community Buildings programme will give
communities the chance to improve their
quality of life by funding buildings that are
economically, socially and environmentally
sustainable. The programme will pay for
creating and improving facilities that offer a
wide range of services and activities to a
broad range of local people. The average
grant is expected to be around £250,000
with the total number awarded to be around
200. Visit
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_community

buildings




AWARDS FOR ALL

There are some slight changes to the
Awards for All programme.

Because 74% of applications being received
are incomplete, the Big Lottery Fund will
now simply return such applications with a
postcard pointing out what is missing.
Previously they have generally telephoned
and tried to sort out the problem then and
there, but it is no longer realistic.

This change will be accompanied by a
new application form (v.9), the changes
here are slight and the previous ones
will still be accepted.

Main problem areas include missing:

Bank statements - Accounts - Bank details
- Referees - Constitutions - Dates of birth
of contacts.

The first and last of these requirements
exist because of the genuine and
substantial efforts to defraud Awards for
All.

The budget for Awards for All, for the
rest of this financial year, appears to be
large enough to meet the majority of
eligible applications in most regions.

The rise in the maximum grant to £10,000
from £5,000 does not seem to have led to
a huge surge in requests for larger
amounts.

You can apply at any time using the short
and simple application form and you will
find out if you are successful or not with 8
weeks

Visit
www.awardsforall.org.uk/england/index.ht
ml for more information.

DID YOU KNOW?

The first traffic cones were used in
building Preston bypass in the late 1950s,
replacing red lantern paraffin burners.

Big Lottery fund (BLF)

Young People’s Fund - Grants to individuals
The 'Grants to individuals' strand of the
Young People’s Fund will fund young people's
ideas for projects that will make a
difference in their community. Grants of
between £250 and £5,000 will be allocated
to help individuals and small groups of young
people run a project in their area. BLF want
to ensure that a wide range of young people
aged between 11 and 25 apply for money to
transform their ideas into projects.

What can the projects be about?

The projects should help young people to
contribute to their community or help them
to set up small businesses that also improve
the economic prosperity of their
communities. It is essential that young
people are involved in planning and carrying
out projects, particularly if they involve
disadvantaged young people.

Open for applications: 1 November 2005
Application closing date: 1 November 2007
Minimum Grant: £250

Maximum Grant: £5,000

Awards for All (AFA)
AfA is a Lottery Grants scheme aimed at
local communities. AfA can fund projects
that enable people to take part in art, sport,
heritage and community activities, as well as
projects that promote education, the
environment and health in the local
community. You can apply at any time
The application form is short and
simple
There are links to guidance notes and
sources of help
You will be told if you are successful
or not within 8 weeks
Minimum grant: £300
Maximum grant: £10,000

Children's Play Initiative

The Playful ideas programme will support
projects that focus on innovation and new
ways of providing for children’s play.
Projects seeking funding from this
programme must display a creative and novel
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approach to addressing an identified need
within the field of children’s play. BLF will
make capital and revenue grants between
£10,000 and £250,000 for projects
lasting up to 5 years. They can pay for all
or some of your projects costs.

Open for applications: 28™ March 2007
Closing date: 31°" December 2007
Minimum Grant: £10,000

Maximum Grant: £250,000

Comic Relief Young Carers Grants
Programme - Small Grants

The Princess Royal Trust for Carers has
been contracted by Comic Relief to
distribute grants to voluntary sector
services for young carers during 2006 and
2007. Young carers are children and young
people who have a caring responsibility for
a sick or disabled family member.

They take on caring responsibilities that
are inappropriate to their age, such as
personal care for a disabled adult or
emotional care for a parent with a mental
health problem. In addition, they are
often responsible for younger siblings and
all the household chores. For some young
carers this means missing school, physical
ill health and stress or sleepless nights.

To find out more about young carers,
visit their young carers' website:
www.youngcarers.net

In addition there will also be a small grants
programme, funding about 50 Young Carers
Services to give one-to-one support to
around 200 of the most vulnerable young
carers, helping them to stay in school, to
cope with the stress of caring or to
develop their skills and confidence. We
believe that no child should have to take on
caring roles that are more appropriate for
an adult. Sadly, this situation is the reality
for many children and we hope that this
partnership will help many young people to
be children as well as carers.

Application forms and guidelines are now
available to download on the Small Grants
page of their website.

Large Grants programme has now closed.
Small 6rants - Round 3 (the last round
opens 8 January 2007 and closes 9 March
2007). The decision-making process would
take just over a month, with grants awarded
mid April 2007. The Princess Royal Trust
for Carers, 142 Minories, London EC3N 1LB
Tel:020 7480 7788 Fax:020 7481 4729
Email: help@carers.org
Website:www.carers.org/articles/comic-
relief-young-carers-
grantsprogramme,663,CA.html

Help Yourselves! Award Scheme

Help yourselves aims to support adults and
young people working together. Created by
Save the Children and British Gas, the Here
to HELP Awards want to get young people
involved in dynamic and lasting community
projects. They have over 100 Awards of up
to £1,000 to give away as well as a small
number of grants of up to £3,000. They can
fund projects and activities that help
children and young people who are excluded
and isolated as well as those living in noted
areas of deprivation. They particularly
welcome applications from groups who may
face discrimination and disadvantage in
society because of issues to do with, for
example, gender, ethnicity, or disability.
If they receive more applications than can
be funded, priority will be given to
communities and groups facing most
disadvantage.

Round 4

Opening date: 2/1/2007

Closing date: 23/3/2007

Projects must run from June to September
2007

Contact: Anne Carey, Save the Children, 5™
Floor, Hawthorns House, Halfords lane,
Smethwick, West midlands, B66 1BB
www.helpyourselves.org.uk
helpyourselves@safethechildren.org.uk




Can We Fix It For You?

Nothing to do? Nowhere to go? If you're
aged between 13 and 18 and have an idea
for a project or an activity that will
benefit you, your friends or your
community but you don't have the funding
to get it off the ground, then maybe Fix It
is for you. You can apply for any amount
from £10 upwards, but if you want more
than a £1,000 then you will have to come
and tell the Fix It team why your idea
should receive funding.

Of course, not all the applications will be
successful, but if you meet the Fix It
criteria, and can show us how you meet it
on the application form, then you are much
more likely to be awarded funding.

More Info: 01702 420290 or

Email: youthmayor@southend.goc.uk

Volunteering calls for public feedback
Does volunteering mean the same to
everyone? Should we expect people from
all cultures and backgrounds to volunteer?
Are government initiatives in the sector
helping or hindering? The Commission on
the Future of Volunteering is calling on
volunteers and non-volunteers alike to
consider such questions in a wide-ranging
review on the future of volunteering in
England.
The consultation, which is open for public
submissions until May 2007, will be
focusing on the following areas for
evidence:

The relationship between

volunteering and government

Volunteering is for all

Developing a culture of volunteering
The Commission wants to hear from
volunteers and organizations in the
voluntary, public and private sectors, in all

regions of England, regardless of their
background or experience.

Evidence forms can be downloaded from
www.volcomm.org.uk, by emailing
evidence@volcomm.org.uk or by writing to:
Commission on the Future of Volunteering,
c/o Meta Zimmeck, Volunteering England,
Regent's Wharf, 8 All Saints St, London N1
9RL. It is also possible o receive
information in large format, Braille, or
languages other than English. Please contact
Meta with any special requirements.

Criminal Records Bureau - online tracking
service

The CRB has launched its first online service
to allow customers to track the progress of
their CRB application online, from receipt
through to issue. Users can access the
service, free of charge, by entering the
application form reference number and the
applicant's date of birth.
www.crb.gov.uk/tracking

ProHelp

ProHelp works with all sectors of the
community. ProHelp is a national network of
over 1,000 professional firms, each providing
free professional advice and strategic
support to voluntary and community groups in
their local area.

Members of ProHelp groups include:
accountants, architects, surveyors,
solicitors, PR/media and marketing
consultants, IT specialists and many more.
The professional firm members of ProHelp
undertake one-off projects which can include
feasibility studies, structural surveys,
marketing and business plans, legal and
accountancy advice and property valuations.
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The guiding principal of ProHelp is that
members approach this sort of work in the
same way as they would any other fee-
paying customer. The only difference is
that the community client is not charged
for the work undertaken.

More info: contact Celia Johns,
Cambridgeshire Area Manager, Business in
the Community. Tel: 01480 435362 or
Email: celia.johns@bitc.org.uk

Fire Regulations

New Fire Regulations came into force on 1
October.

More Info:
http//www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?i
d=1162101

Select Guide 6 headed "small and medium
places of assembly”.

For those without internet access the
publication can be purchased from Fire
Safety Guide, PO Box 236, Wetherby,
LS23 7NB Tel: 0870 8307099 ask for fire
safety risk assessment - small and medium
places of assembly published 5 June 2006
ISBN 978 1 85112 820 4 priced at £12.

Get Aboard for Trustees

The Governance Hub will launch its Get on
Board compaign in January, in partnership
with the Charity Commission and
Volunteering England. The campaign aims
to raise the profile of trusteeship and to
encourage more people to consider
becoming a trustee.

If you have a vacancy for a trustee,
register it now on: www.do-
it.org.uk/needvolunteers

CAF LEARNING EVENTS

Brentwood, Billericay or Wickford

Awareness 2-3-07 10.00 - 12.00
14.00 - 16.00
6-3-07 18.00 - 20.00

(Venue to be arranged)
Managers 6-3-07 09.30 - 12.00
13.00 - 15.30

(To be held at Kelvedon Hatch Primary School)

Practitioner ALL 09.30-16.00

19-3-07 Sawyers Hall Sch
20-3-07 Mayflower High Sch
22-3-07 The Ardens Theatre
23-3-07 High Wood Hospital
26-3-07 The Ardens Theatre
27-3-07 TBC (Prob Wickford)
29-3-07 Mayflower High Sch
30-3-07 High Woo Hospital

Mayflower High School, Billericay
The Ardens Theatre, Brentwood
High Wood Hospital, Brentwood
High Woo Hospital, Brentwood

Contact:

Elaine Ralph, Training Coordinator for
Brentwood and BBW CAF Steering Groups
c/o Positive Solutions Mediation Ltd, P.O.
Box 6013, 4 Parklands Centre, Basildon,
Essex SS14 2RZ Te; 01268 465555
Email: Elaine@psmediation.co.uk

Child Protection Training

Multi- Agency Safequarding children
Foundation Training (Level 2)

Who is it for?

This one-day introductory course is aimed at
all those who work regularly with children
and young people, and adults who are parents.
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This course should not be used as
refresher training.

The ESCB has Practice Standards which
sets the content of training for all those
working with children. This course meets
Level 2 of the Standards which can be
found on the website - www.escb.co.uk.
This training is free but there will be a
charge for non-attendance with less than
two working days nhotice, if no legitimate
reason is given.

Applicants should ideally attend training in
their locality.

The learning Objectives for the course
are-

To develop an awareness of
significant harm

To gain knowledge of what to do
when child abuse is suspected

To know the procedures and your
role in safeguarding and promoting
the welfare of children

To have an understanding of
relevant legislation

To understand the role of
assessment, planning and review in
effective service provision

Course Dates

Editor: Brenda Towle

ECVYS, Uttlesford Voluntary and Community
Centre, 46 High Street, Great Dunmow, Essex,
CM6 1AN

Email: admin@ecvys.org.uk

Acknowledgement: Information in this issue
from various sources including NCVYS,
NYA, Cover, CVYS & CVS Newsletters,
VS magazine

22-2-07 | 9.00 10 4.00 | The Ormiston Centre
Monkwick Ave, Colchester

1-3-07 | 9.00to4.00 | Harlow Study Centre
Netteswell Bury Farm

6-6-07 9.00 to 4.00 | Harlow Study Centre
Netteswell Bury Farm

27-9-07 | 9.00 t0 4.00 | Harlow Study Centre
Netteswell Bury Farm

20-11-07 | 9.00 to 4.00 | Harlow Study Centre
Netteswell Bury Farm

How to book - Contact

Vanessa Rooke, Training Administrator,
Essex Safeguarding Children Board,
P.0.Box 11, County Hall, Chelmsford, Essex.
CM1 1LX Tel: 01245 435204

Email: Vanessa.rooke@essexcc.gov.uk




